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INTRODUCTION

The Colne and Nelson Times of Friday August 7th 1891 reported a sermon delivered by the Rev T.A. Leonard at the Dockray Congregational Chruch in Colne. The theme was “The philosophy of holiday making”. He had already addressed his listeners on the subject of “laking” (i.e. playing) and had advised that “the devil weilds no small influence over holiday times”. Holidays must be taken sensibly, sympathetically and sacredly, and he went on to idealize the influences of nature. 1891 was the year some thirty men from his Guild took a holiday, Saturday to Tuesday, at Ambleside. In 1892 they went to a Caernarfon.

By 1893 the same newspaper on June 2nd, informed the citizens of the area that Leonard was now the honorary secretary “of a scheme which embodies a new idea of summer holidays” and that he invited Adult Classes and Pleasant Sunday Associations to share (a) a happy brotherhood, having quarters at Ambleside and Keswick, (b) days on tramps in groups of a dosen, and (c) evenings in social intercourse with music and chatty “lecturretts”. The rambles were to be concluded by a University companion guide appointed by the National Home Reading Union. (N.H.R.U.)

In broadening out the theme of his own Colne Holidays Leonard had introduced to a wider public the idealistic concept of holiday-making. The vehicle was the N.H.R.U. which already organised central discussion assembles to support its aims of encouraging “reading among the isolated and imperfectly educated”.

At this time many aspects of self-help were promoted, by leaders such as Leonard, the Patrons and Canon Rawnsley, on a collective basis of co-operation and brotherhood. Charles Kingsley, John Ruskin, William Morris and Robert Blatchford were often quoted. There is evidence of concern for the working masses in the early records and there were frequent outbursts when I pioneer felt that a breach had occurred in the original ideals. “Strenuous and Simple” was one of their cries. The word “democratic” was introduced as part of Leonard’s Young Men’s Guild and in his final sermon at Colne on 23rd November 1894 T.A. Leonard said that his leaving was simply a case of extending his ministry into a sphere wider than he could find there. He arranged to work with the Social Institutes Association and at the same time to act as honorary secretary of the “holidays under the auspices of N.H.R.U.” at title which caused some dissatisfaction among the members of the newly developing association.

In 1894 the New year Conference was at Rivington Hall, the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Crompton. Though records are very scanty we do know that 268 persons took holidays in 1893, 673 in 1894 and 1,064 by 1895. That year the conference was held at Castleton Hall, Rochdale, and the holiday places were Portrush, Tavistock, Keswick and Barmouth.

On January 4th 1897 in the Drawing Room of the Manchester Y.M.C.A. the draft constitution of the Association was drawn up. Later a small company was founded and the Association became a legal entity; its title was Co-operative Holidays Association. For many years the link between two organisations was Mrs. Annie Barlow of Bolton an before the N.H.R.U. fades from our view it is as well to recall the words of John Lewis Paton who said “This contact helped greatly to nurture the early idealism movement without which we should have never secured the influence we did.” Throughout the period there developed a scheme which started in Colne and was known as The Poor Folk’s Holiday Fund. Later it was called the Fresh Air Fund when grants were made to local committees in towns and cities. In 1897 a Free Holiday scheme was suggested and the practice developed of using established centres. This activity was developed into the Invited Guest Trust.

Familiarity and affection caused an abbreviation in the title and the C.H.A. was adopted as the official name of the Association in 1957. 
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However, at the Annual General Meeting, in Edinburgh, in January 1964 it was resolved, “That the name of the Association be changed to The Country-wide Holidays Association”.  Thus the present title of Countrywide Holidays came into being.

To return to events of 1898 one finds an appointment of considerable importance, it was when Drummond Fraser became honorary treasurer of the Association, a position he held until 1921.  A contemporary wrote “He so firmly established the financial basis that it has, every year, over half a dozen centres in England, one or more in Wales, Scotland and Ireland and another in the Isle of Man”.  As Sir Drummond Fraser he was the President of C.H.A. until 1929.  The early committee meetings were held in such diverse places as Rugby School, Ancoats Museum, Maudsley Street Schools, Bolton, the Congregational Institute, Nottingham, The Grammar School, Bradford and the Deansgate Hotel, Manchester in addition to the places already mentioned.

Among the list of Vice Presidents in 1917 is the name of F.J. Marquis who served the Association as a local secretary and later became the Managing Director of Lewis’s Ltd. of Liverpool.  He was the Minister of Food during World War II and as Lord Woolton was President from 1945 to 1958.  His contribution to T.A. Leonard’s book, “Adventures in Holiday Making” set out the ideals of the C.H.A. as he saw it prior to 1934.  Sir William Mather was the President from 1912 to 1920.  Indeed, during the period before 1914 there was a considerable involvement in the Association’s affairs by local industrialists, Sir William Mather was one of the Mathers from Mather and Platt, the Barlows were associated with Barlow and Jones and George H. Kenyon of the General Committee was a Rope Manufacturer from Ashton-under-Lyne.  In 1916 a Shilling Fund was opened to help to defray the loss of income resulting from fewer guests during the period of the war.  Members subscribed one shilling each and any shortfall was made up by considerable contributions from Sir William Mather thus enabling the books to be balanced.  At this time the centres operating were at Ambleside, Hope, Barmouth, Eskdale, Hebden, Rhu, Bangor, Eastbourne, Whitby and at a hotel in Ilkley.  With the return to normality in 1919 the number of guest weeks rose to 12,917 at eleven centres and to 21,215 by 1926 when twenty-one centres were in operation.  Ten years later 30,837 guest weeks were enjoyed at thirty-seven centres at home and abroad.

The Second World War caused a great curtailment in the affairs at C.H.A.  Many houses were commandeered for accommodation for the armed services and for use by the Ministry of Supply to house workers.  In this connection and in the administration of some of the nation’s factory-hostels the experience of Birch Heys staff was of great assistance to the authorities.

This use of the houses and the retention of staff did much to ensure that the Association as kept in existence.  A prolonged period of inactivity with no income may well have caused serious problems for the movement.

As the post-war period was entered into and large numbers of people turned again to C.H.A. new centres were acquired and old ones disposed of.  The most recent acquisition was at Grantown on Spey in 1991.

The aim of this Centenary Book is to recapture the attitudes and atmosphere of times past and to indicate, in a general way, the roots from which the Association grew.  It is not a definitive history.  Such a work would require more space and a statement about the social influences which caused, and later affected, the foundation of the C.H.A.
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Ambleside, The Lake District

This group photograph taken in 1891 shows the Colne young men’s “democratic” Guild on their first visit to Ambleside.  T.A. Leonard then a young Congregational Church minister is in the second row, fourth man from the right.  It has been recorded by J. Hacking who later held office as financial assistant that “After a tramp to Ambleside (from Lakeside) we reached our headquarters at Smallwood House and settled down finding for each day some special point of interest”.  This was part of Leonard’s Social Guild work before his association with the N.H.R.U.  There are no records extant for this period but the Colne and Nelson Times of Friday, August 7th 1891 reported a sermon by T.A. Leonard on “Laking” in which he spoke about the philosophy of holiday making and taking holidays sacredly.  “Speak to the earth and it will teach thee,” he said.
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The second picture is of the same group, not in their Sunday best but dressed for the open country and carrying walking sticks.  In 1891 the Guild holiday was spent by thirty men, Saturday to Tuesday at an inclusive cost of 21 shillings per head.
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Green Bank, Ambleside, The Lake District

Though the initial place for the 1891-1893 visits was Ambleside, in 1894 the N.H.R.U. centres were at Keswick and Barmouth and Ambleside did not re-appear in the lists until 1909.  The new accommodation was at Green Bank, “a fine old house standing in beautiful grounds between Ambleside and Rydal.”  It opened around July 14 and closed after the first week in September.  This picture presents a scene in July 1915, a soldier is discernible, third row, extreme right.  It provided holidays for some 400 guests each year until 1924.  The following year Grasmere, Forest Side, opened with a rewarding 1120 holiday-makers showing that a change was appreciated.  Fairfield School at Ambleside was used during the period of the Second World War until 1944 when D.W.F. Shilton responded to the announcement that Loughrigg Brow was for sale.  It was purchased and the Ambleside location was transferred once again.
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The first announcement of Summer Holidays 1893.

The Committee frequently wrestled with the difficulty in getting rid of the expression “Under the auspices of” and never really succeeded until the C.H.A. constitution was formalised in 1897.

On the opposite page is the week’s programme.
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(Week’s programme to insert)
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A week among the mountains!

The initial advertisement to entice people away from Blackpool, Douglas or Skegness.  Note the expression “and other men’s societies”, a feature which was objected to and in the event ladies are recorded as having attended the first venture.  Emily Smith records how she accompanied her brother and J. Lewis Paton to Keswick and Ambleside, 1893.
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Loughrigg Brow, Ambleside, The Lake District

The Westmorland Gazette carried a description of this house on the 29th April 1944.  It read, “The house challenges any other in Lakeland for its magnificent views which describe the full circle instead of consisting of one beautiful panorama from the terrace like most lakeland mansions.”  Loughrigg Brow is situated in the townships of Rydal and Loughrigg and is listed as a Grade II building having been built in 1863, in the Gothic style for Canon Charles Dent Bell.  He was for many years Vicar of Ambleside and before that he held a similar incumbency at Cheltenham.  It is not surprising therefore that the family crest should be of three bells, a feature which is displayed at the entrance to the house along with the quotation “God’s providence is my inheritance” and the word “Welcome”.  Canon Bell besides being a popular preacher at St. Mary’s was an author and poet.  A volume of “Poems Old and New” may be seen in the Ambleside Library.  The house was later occupied by Mr. Isaac Storey of the family of Cotton Manufacturers.  From 1919 the house was the home of Mrs. Frances Elizabeth Creyke of a well-known Lincolnshire family.  Local features are to be found in a suggested list of bedroom names.  The Crags are Ivy, Todd, Dore, Raven, Helm, Yew, Jenkyn and Hart.  The pikes are heron, Low and High along with others such as Silver and Castle Hows, Red Screes, Wansfell, Scafell and Helvellyn.
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Barmouth, Min-y-Mor, North Wales

In the first minute book of the “Holidays under the auspices of the N.H.R.U.” held at Castleton Hall, Rochdale in December 1895 Barmouth was listed among the four centres used.  It opened in 1894.  By 1895 316 persons were availing themselves of a summer holiday at the Welsh resort, but in 1896 Whitby was substituted for Barmouth.  In 1897 Barmouth was back again and guests could take a full week’s holiday for thirty shillings or stay for a week-end at the cost of thirteen shillings.  A “suitable house” called Min-y-Mor was rented for a seven week period at £20 per week.  Barmouth was operated again in 1898 but seems to have fallen from favour thereafter.  (In 1898 strong representations were made, and all members of the Association were asked to write to their MP, about the proposed light railway at Beddgelert.  Could this have been part of the now defunct Welsh Highland Railway?)
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Orielton Hall, Barmouth, North Wales

From 1911 Barmouth re-established itself in the lists for C.H.A. holidays, 1034 (1911), 1157 (1912), 1014 (1913) and 868 in 1914.  However, it functioned on lower numbers throughout the war (1914-18) and a wartime brochure of 1917 described Orielton Hall as a “large house standing high and overlooking the sea.  The grounds have the finest views in Barmouth over the Mawddach Estuary to Cader Idris.  The centre affords excursions combining the charm of The Lake District with that of the sea.”  Among the places visited were Creigenan Lakes, Abergwynant Valley; Rhinog Fawr and Maes-y-Garnedd; Tyn-y-Groes, Cader Idris, Harlech Castle and Dolgelly.  The centre at Barmouth remained popular until the 1980s.  However, the public transport was unreliable and much needed to be done to the fabric of the old hall and a decision was taken in 1982 to cease operation in Barmouth.  Thus a link with the early days of the N.H.R.U. was severed.
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Keld, Swaledale, Yorkshire

Keld is a wee hamlet of grey stone cottages “No-how and anyhow” among the millstone grit rocks just above the bed of the Swale.

So wrote Emily Smith of the place which was a counter-attraction to the palatial residence and the dressiness of Ardenconnel.  Indeed, Leonard claimed that Keld made history since “The Keld Days” has become a phrase denoting goodwill, the joy of service and the love of simple strenuous things.  Between 1899 and 1901 this centre was used to establish a tradition.  It was away in the wilds of Swaledale, a spartan centre where a holiday could be had for eighteen shillings a week.  The centre was reached by walking from Hawes, eight miles over the Buttertubs Pass (1,660 feet).  The luggage was taken by cart.  The view was expressed that if this type of centre had survived, perhaps, our movement might have been more useful than it has been.  So serious was the concern to project this type of holiday that consideration was given to the idea of building huts in the village and making a permanent centre.  As it was, the holiday-makers used the Keld Literary Institute reading room as the dining room with the kitchen below.  The schoolroom was the common room and guests slept in cottages which had been furnished, in the main, by the Association.  It was indeed rough on those who cooked the dinners.  It was “too simple said some, not quite proper said others,” but the numbers tell their own story.  1899 313, 1900 418 and 1901 342.  Since the story of Keld began with a quotation from Emily Smith it is perhaps appropriate to conclude with her view of early morning activity.

“At 7.30 on Monday morning and every day for the rest of the week our jovial lecturer sounded a bugle to summon the bathers.  The men tramped to the waterfall above Keld; we ladies to another fall below.”

The notion of a spartan holiday, simple and strenuous was at the centre of much planning at the turn of the century.  In 1899 the General Committee examined a proposal to open a centre at Charlesworth to be run along the lines of those at Keld.
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Abbey House, Whitby, North Yorkshire

It may be said that Abbey House was something of a flagship to the N.H.R.U. and the C.H.A.  It served as headquarters for T.A. Leonard from 1897, when he left Colne and transferred his office to “the big dining hall at Abbey House, now called The Lords”.  The centre was opened in 1896 on a five-year lease at a time when such establishments were referred to as Holiday Homes, officially!

The property has a long history, having been built from the masonry of the nearby Abbey.  It was the home of the Lords of the Manor of Whitby, members of the Cholmley family, one of whom was Sir Richard Cholmley, the Black Knight of the North.  In 1555 his wife Francis began the re-building (the Abbey was dissolved in 1539) and by 1636 it had taken on its present-day character.  The now ruined banqueting hall on the northern side of the house was built between 1672 and 1682.

The house is still in the hands of the family and Miss Strickland, the present owner, officiated at the re-opening of the centre after extensive improvements in 1982.
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Park Hall, Hayfield, The Peak District

This picture is dated 1905.  T.A. Leonard is holding the walking stick and is at the centre of a group which may well be more “official” than other holiday photographs.  Names have been inserted to inform us that Ted Ward, F. Collins and Mary Casson were present.  Guest-weeks taken in 1905 numbered 1,345.  In 1910 the total was 1,722 but by 1911 the centre was closed, one hundred years after the hall had been built.
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Park Hall, Hayfield, The Peak District

Hayfield was at the end of a railway line from Manchester and was popular at weekends throughout the year, particularly on Saturdays when the large recreation rooms at this centre were full of “shilling-tea” guests who had walked over from Marple, Chinley or Glossop.  Park Hall followed Ardenconnel as a permanent guest house and soon after its opening in 1902 it was the headquarters office of C.H.A. but accommodation problems arose and Heathfield a large house nearby served as “the office” until 1908.  T.A. Leonard records that one of his colleagues at Park Hall in 1915 was Dan Thompson, later to become, by 1934, the Assistant General Secretary of C.H.A.  The house was situated in a “bleak spot close to the moors.”
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Ardenconnel, Rhu, West of Scotland

Here the motor vehicles, no doubt called charabancs, prepare for a journey with guests from Ardenconnel.  In the summers of 1908 to 1913 more than 2,200 guest weeks were taken each year.  Only in 1914 did it fall back to 1,848.  In 1920 the figure was more than 3,000 before settling at 2,500+ throughout the 1930s.  Its accessibility by rail and the presence on the Clyde of the popular steamers ensured its success.  It may be true to say that its closure in 1982 coincided with the diminishing popularity of rail travel for holidays and the curtailment of many of the “paddle-boat” services on the Clyde.  Another reason for the demise of Ardenconnel was the increasing naval presence at Faslane which resulted in housing encroachment and limited use of footpaths in the area.
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Ardenconnel, Rhu, West of Scotland

At Easter 1907 the new wing, which had been built in 1902 to meet the heavy demand of bookings was burnt down.  This threatened the successful, new centre but as T.A. Leonard records “We were well-insured and the place was re-built in readiness for the new season.”

This picture illustrates the amount of damage caused and the concern of the local folk.
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Ardenconnel, Rhu, West of Scotland

In the early documents Rhu bears the name Row, a village some miles north of Helensburgh.  This Scottish seaside town was used for holidays in 1896 and 1897.  T.A. Leonard wrote “Some of us walked out to Rhu to attend a service at the church there, but arriving late and finding the doors closed we went up the hill to see the view across to Roseneath.  We found ourselves wandering up a much neglected carriage drive in the grounds of a mansion.  Finding a ready entrance we spent that Sabbath morning wandering over the house and estimating how many could be slept and fed there”.  We sang the praises of this wonderful “guest-house”, for this was the first time we used the term and it caught on.  Indeed, Leonard claims to have used it for the first time in Britain, an idea which came to him after reading William Morris’s “News from Nowhere”.  It is from the German Gasthaus, institutions which he claimed were “found in almost every German village”.  It was agreed in 1899 that Ardenconnel was “the best house and centre for purposes of the association”, and the purchase was made.  Furnishings were to be made at a cost of “up to £900” and Miss Beveridge was appointed manageress.  It became the Headquarters of C.H.A., the General Secretary being granted £12 to cover the cost of his removal to Rhu.  It opened in 1899.  By 1908 120 guests could be accommodated.
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Knockderry Castle, Cove, West of Scotland

This centre was used for sixteen years between 1948 and 1964.  The castle stands on the dungeons of an ancient tower and is reputed to have associations with Knock Dunder in “The Heart of Midlothian” by Sir Walter Scott.  Cove is situated on Loch Long a few miles from Kilgreggan pier and may be reached from there or by the long road journey by way of the Gare Lock and Garelochhead.
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Galway, West of Ireland

This photograph was taken by an on-looker who witnessed the 1903 C.H.A. party take leave of Mr. McKeown the “landlord of the hotel at Leenane” as they left to board the Dron Ferry.  This picture was twenty-seven years old when G. Fearon of Jersey sent it to H.P. Weston the C.H.A. General Secretary.  He goes on to say that an interesting volume “can be written about C.H.A.” and asks “are the photos any good by themselves?  Can you use the copies?”  At least some 90 years later they serve to show the dress-sense and formality of the 1903 party in Galway.
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This second picture of a group at Galway was taken in 1905.  T.A. Leonard who is seen on the right of the back row describes how they started at the Grammar School in 1903 and for three seasons explored “the wilds” taking in Galway, Connemara, the Twelve Bens and the Aran Islands.  In 1904, 333 people attended, in 1905 it was 292.
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Portabllintrae, North of Ireland

Guests at this centre were housed in the Red House situated near to the Giant’s Causeway.  It was opened in 1905 following several seasons at Portrush.  Tradition has it that the journey between the two towns was undertaken by the electric tramway which was powered from a raised rail running beside the track. Guests would sit on this rail in order to experience the mild shock.  One day, however, an anxious messenger told them to get off the rail because they had absorbed all the current and the train was unable to start.  Portballintrae was closed in 1914 and re-opened for two years only in 1919 and 1920.  This photograph was received from Miss M. Hardy in 1991.
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Boscastle, Cornwall

“So we set our hearts on a centre at Boscastle and had to divide our parties between the small boarding houses at the head of the village and use the Church Hall”.  The hall was furnished and used as a common room.  Leonard continued to record, “We rode from Camelford in quaint Victorian Waggonettes, and the villagers who turned out to greet us as we came down the main street on Saturdays wondered at the spirit of the organisation whereby folk from all parts of the kingdom were drawn to their remote village week by week.  The first year was 1904, 478 “weeks” were spent there.  The centre was used on and off until 1910 when a new centre was opened at Bideford.  Bideford was closed during the war of 1914-15.  A presence nearby was established on the North Devon coast in 1923 when Torridge House, Westward Ho! was opened.
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Hebden, The Bungalow, Wharfedale

The Centre at Wharfedale followed an experiment which had been carried out at Grassington.  The Town Hall was used as the social centre, the ladies being accommodated at Hardy Grange and the men in a disused chapel.  The area was a popular one and land at Hebden was purchased.  The site had splendid views.  The Bungalow was built of wood in the shape of a letter E with a long, deep, sunny verandah which gave access to the dining room and common room.  Critics of the architecture were silenced by the planting of creepers, pink hawthorns, laburnums and chestnut trees.  In the immediate post-war years Hebden was used and provided a more than adequate base for holidays in the Yorkshire Dales.  The 1950s saw problems with lack of facilities for guests and a decision to close and to sell, was taken in 1955.
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Hebden, The Bungalow, Wharfedale

There are some seventy guests in this picture taken at Hebden in 1915.  Many were no doubt “war-workers” from the nearby Yorkshire towns.  Over 1,082 were resident during that year, the centre remaining open throughout the period of the war.  Its popularity reached record peaks in 1919 (1,530) and 1920 (1,720).  Nevertheless, the 1,100 and 1,200 totals of the 1930s were sufficient to sustain the centre and ensure worthwhile holidays in the Yorkshire Dales.
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Newands, Stair, The Lake District

It is recorded that on visits to Keswick, “we made shift with small houses” and later on parties were accommodated at Greenhows Hotel.  By 1896 the summer holidays under the auspices of The National Home Reading Union had their headquarters at The Towers, Portinscale where Miss F.N. Pringle was the manageress.  This practice ended in 1899.  T.A. Leonard records how the old woollen mill at Stair in the Vale of Newlands which in 1905 was used for grinding lead pencils offered possibilities of conversion into a simple-life guest-house.  He was disappointed when his committee rejected the plan but he persisted and a scheme was devised whereby the property could be purchased through a small society known as the Newland Guest-Houses Ltd.  It would run the affairs of the place and “we converted the drab, dirty old mill into a place of sweetness and light.  The old wheel was sold for a good sum and a larder took its place and so was created the best-loved of all our centres.”
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For many years Newlands offered attractive holidays and housed well over 1,200 guest weeks.  Canon Rawnsley wrote a poem; and Newlands provided holidays at 22s-6d. per week, but you made your own bed, cleaned your boots and helped to wait at a table.

Newlands ceased to be a C.H.A. centre in 1913, the date of the founding by T.A. Leonard of the Holiday Fellowship.  It was transferred to H.F. and became one of their first centres.
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Holidays Abroad

The first record of the C.H.A. taking parties abroad is to be found in the list of eight centres for 1902.  The one centre in a foreign country was at St. Luc in Switzerland where some 432 guests were accommodated, a similar number making the journey again in 1903.  In 1904 it was again to Switzerland that the parties were taken but this time to Kandersteg and Ober-Balmberg.  1905 saw a return to St. Luc with 549 guests in the several parties.  St. Luc remained as a destination until 1907.  The Eifel, In Germany was visited in 1906, 1907 and 1908.  Brittany was offered in 1907 when 685 went to Dinan and a year later 522 went to Le Conquet also in Brittany.

The list continued to grow and by 1910 Switzerland, Taunus and Dinan were destinations for parties travelling abroad.  Wolfach was new in 1911 and Fionnay in 1913.  The list suffered some depletion in 1914 but some fifty-eight guests were visitors to the Ardennes.  By 1915 holidays abroad had ceased completely.

Dinan was the first to re-surface in 1920 to be joined by Champex (476) and Fionnay (92) in 1921.  New ones thereafter were Giessbach, Germany (691), Austria, two parties totalling 127 guests and an Easter party of 19 to Belgium, all in 1924.  In 1926 came Brunnen (211) and Lugano.

Boppard, Germany (422) and Norway were new in 1927.  By 1930 Garmisch had numbers of 1,353, Giessbach 671, Dinan 835 and twenty-six persons went on a Dalmation Tour.

The new centre in 1931 was Cannes (510) and thirty-one people went to Holland.  By this time the pattern was clearly established.  There were eight destinations abroad including visits to Denmark and a Walking Tour No.1 and a Walking Tour No.2 to Norway to which a Walking Tour No.3 was added in 1936.  To reach most of these destinations long journeys were undertaken by land and sea.
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Dinan, Villa St. Charles, Brittany

It was in 1907 that C.H.A. opened two more foreign centres, Dinan in Brittany and Volcanic Eifel in Germany.  The first centre in Dinan was at the home of two French ladies but later in a fine, free-standing house called the Villa St. Charles.  In the first year 685 holidays were taken, 822 in 1910 but it was closed during the 1914-18 war.  However, the centre re-opened in 1920 with 716 and exceeded one thousand in each of the years 1921 and 1922.  Succeeding years saw numbers in the region of 800 but in 1934 the total was 330.  At this time the centre was closed.  Holidays in Brittany were organised intermittently until 1984, when annual visits using several centres, Le Tronchet and Plancoët, near Dinan, and Auray Le Bono and Benodet on the south coast were made.  The property still stands in rue de St. Charles, is called Cité Saint Charles and is used as flats and offices.

The desire to explore Finisterre with its quaint customs and folklore caused another centre to be opened at Le Conquet which included excursions as far as Ouessant.  The crossing to this centre was by way of Plymouth and Brest.  It was maintained by the Great Western Railway.  The crossing for Dinan was by way of Southampton and St. Malo.  (London and Southwestern Rly. Co. Steamers).
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In the Eifel 1906, Dockweiler, Germany

Leonard was led to Dockweiler “from the letters of my hero, Charles Kingsley, for did he not describe it as the most wonderfully interesting region he had visited?  We were housed in the old-fashioned Gasthaus Geschwister Meyer where everything was homely and pleasant”.  And there was a weekly “Anglo-German singsong” outside the house.  The centre first attracted, in 1906 452 guests, 249 in 1907 and 282 in 1908, when it was finally closed as a C.H.A. centre.
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T.A Leonard

Thomas Arthur Leonard was born at Stoke Newington, in London on March 12th 1864 and trained for the Congregational Church Ministry at the Nottingham Institute. Following a period in Barrow Leonard moved to Colne where he arrived on a wet windy November day “by stopping a train from Manchester”. However, he was well received and on the day of his final sermon four and a half years later “the greater part of the congregation was filled with emotion, which at times broke into audible sobs”. This was in 1894 the year he became secretary for the holiday movement, not yet C.H.A. as well as continuing to work for the Social Institutes Association. It would seem that in the style of many leaders of the period he was a Christian Socialist. 

Following his work with C.H.A. he founded The Holiday Fellowship, helped initially with the Y.H.A. and International Tramping Tours which had been founded by Frank Wright and Margaret Happold. He was in the founding party of the Friends of The Lake District in June 1934. In 1935 he was awarded the O.B.E. but it has been said “he was temperamentally a rebel, seldom acceptable to the authorities”.

An obituary states he had “a handsome appearance and splendid physique, together with an outstanding gift of expressing his thoughts with simple clarity and beauty, combined with his relentless energy to make him a outstanding leader, and he was particularly fortunate in attracting many men who have achieved a greater degree of national distinction than he ever attained or sought”.

He died aged 84 at Conwy on July 18th, 1948 having become a member of the Society of Friends in the period before the First World War.
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Dr. John Brown Paton

The wealth of a country does not consist in the number or exchangeable value of its agricultural or manufactured or artistic products, so much as in the strength and intelligence and virtue of the men and women whom it rears.

This quotation from J.B. Paton perhaps illustrates why he was widely accepted as an educational and social pioneer and how his social concern did much to shape the character of C.H.A. not least by prevailing upon T.A. Leonard to extend his work at Colne into a wider field.

J.B. Paton was born in Galston in Ayrshire on December 17th 1830.  His father after working as a hand-loom weaver took charge of the first co-operative store in the town.  The home was strongly independent and supportive of temperance.  At the age of 10 he joined the Kilmarnock Herald before he moved to Cheltenham qualifying for Springhill College and London University where he gained two M.A. degrees in the same year; the first person to do so.  He moved to Sheffield in 1854 and in 1863 he was offered the post of Principal of the newly created Congregational Institute in Nottingham.  T.A. Leonard was one of his students.  It appears he influenced Leonard greatly with his remark, “why not do it for thousands?”  Paton was already committed to the National Home Reading Union and when the facilities at Keswick and Ambleside were offered to Leonard the C.H.A. constitution was drawn up in 1897.  His family life was greatly influenced by his wife Mary to whom he was married for over fifty years.  She died in 1910 and John Brown Paton died in 1911.  It has been said that the Patonian Way of Living was: Simple and Strenuous.
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Miss F.N. Pringle

It seems there are many things for which Miss Pringle is worthy of distinction in the records of the development of C.H.A.  Chronologically they may be enumerated thus:  The early outings and general activities associated with the National Home Reading Union were for men and there was an early concern to interest boys in reading and the proper pursuit of leisure activities.  So it was with the early social work and the democratic young men’s class where T.A. Leonard had a membership of sixty.  Impressions, and records, suggest that the early N.H.R.U. leaders may have been against women being involved.  Miss Pringle was the first woman to respond to the advertisement “The Review of Reviews” which announced “the new kind of holidays organised by Dr. Paton and Mr. Leonard”.  She applied for membership of the group which ultimately included about six women in the first holiday weeks of 1893.  Emily Smith who recounted this story was the sister of the Reverend A.L. Smith, the assistant host to J. Lewis Paton.  She acted as hostess.  Later these ladies along with Miss M. Champness and Miss A.E.F. Barlow were elected, by ballot, to the general committee of the Holidays under the auspices of the N.H.R.U. later to be the C.H.A.

The second important activity of Miss Pringle was prompted by a sermon preached by T.A. Leonard and reported in the Colne and Nelson Times in August 1891 under the heading, “The Philosophy of Holidaymaking”.  The article continued, “we understand that partly as the outcome of this service a Poor Folk’s Holiday Fund has been raised for the purpose of sending a number of poor people to the seaside during the Colne holidays.  The fund was originated by the Young Men’s Guild, but other young people have also helped”.  For a few years this was known as the “Fresh Air” scheme and collections were made at Sunday afternoon services on Wansfell for the Children’s Holiday Fund to the accompaniment of Lucy Larson’s hymn, “I said it on the mountain path”.

Under the heading of Free Holiday Scheme the minutes of the Annual Conference on January 4, 1897 at the Drawing Room of Manchester Y.M.C.A. with Dr. Paton in the chair, “Miss Pringle explained her scheme for utilising some of the proceeds of the Fresh Air Collections”.  The general principles were approved and conference appointed Miss Pringle, Miss Bedford, Miss Champness and Mr. L. Small to consider the scheme and submit a final draft to the General Committee.  Funds were raised to enable “poor men and women to spend holidays at our centres in Spring and Autumn”.  It was Miss Pringle’s suggestion that this course of action should be taken.  The first report read by Mrs. Champness and prepared by Miss L. Kay announced that there were 14 guests in May 1897 and 23 in September.  The average length of stay was 10 to 11 days and the cost to the fund was £40-14-0d.

To continue the story of her involvement it was she who proposed that “an alternative programme should be arranged at each centre to meet the case of those wishful to stay more than one week”.  This was in 1897.

In the same year she was appointed manageress at Abbey House at a salary of £50.  She was to live-in during the winter months and be available during the “off-season” for inspection “of houses recommended as holiday homes”.  She had left the General Committee following this agreement but continued to serve on the Poor Folks Holiday Committee.  She thus set the patterns for management, for attitudes to invited guests and the two-week programme to say nothing of the initial breakthrough that enabled the true spirit of co-operation, by both men and women, to become an important cornerstone in the Association’s affairs.
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John Lewis Paton

John Lewis Paton served on the committee and acted as host from the inception of holidays with the National Home Reading Union.  In the early days of the Association he acted as treasurer between 1895 and 1898.  In 1893 he led walks around the Langdale Pikes and lectured on such topics as the city of Florence and William Wordsworth.  He also ran a five-week camp under canvas on Morfa, Conwy.  An obituary in The Times states that he “did important work for temperance, for relief of famine-stricken areas abroad, and continually fought against the evils of betting and gambling”.  It was an antidote to these that he committed himself to the movement for providing real recreation for the people’s leisure.  He too was for simplicity and strength and “delivered a Jeremiad against what he felt were signs of decadence” when he was “in the chair” at the Bolton Conference of 1904.

Lewis Paton was the son of Dr. John Brown Paton.  He was born on August 13th, 1863 and educated in Germany and Shrewsbury.  Before his arrival in Manchester he taught at Rugby School for ten years and from there established an association with the N.H.R.U.  This led to his becoming a lecturer and leader of walks at the body’s assemblies in the Lake District.  Between 1903 and 1924 he was High Master of Manchester Grammar School being “among the great headmasters of his time”.  From 1925 to 1933 he was president of the Memorial University College, St. John’s, Newfoundland.  He died at Stanley Avenue in Beckenham in 1946.
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Canon Rawnsley, H.D.


“He felt himself to be the Guardian of The Lake District”

For many years Canon Rawnsley and his friends campaigned to protect rights of way and in the mid-1880s he was an active President of the local Footpath Preservation Society.  He served the County Council and with his inner circle of conservationists was prominent in the foundation of The National Trust in 1894-5.  It is not surprising therefore that he used every opportunity to help the N.H.R.U. by serving as a lecturer and guide.  He greatly assisted C.H.A. and was for many years a Vice-President, establishing some common ground with the Lake District Defence Society.  Leonard called him “a fine spirit who helped us to the last days of his life”.  He took groups to his church at Crosthwaite, where he was the vicar and entertained another group at Brandle Howe Woods which “he dreamed of being acquired by the nation”.  It now belongs to the National Trust.

He knew the centre at Whitby and the idea of commemorating Caedmon at the top of the 199 steps was his.  He was supported by N.H.R.U. and C.H.A. friends and others until on 21 September 1898 the memorial was unveiled.  Abbey House was used for luncheons for those attending.

Perhaps the closing lines he wrote to the Friends of the Home Reading Union, Abbey House at St. Hilda’s, Whitby on October 17th 18897 reflect his views of the movements N.H.R.U. and C.H.A.


The World of Labour – nobler music still


Than Caedmon knew, our England shall o’er spread.


For here by Hilda’s Abbey on the slope,


The harps of God being again their chime


The chime of love and sympathy of heart.


I see the workers come awhile apart,


And go refreshed with music of sweet hope,


For human brotherhood’s melodious time.





(signed H.D. Rawnsley)
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Stanley Ghyll, Eskdale, The Lake District

Stanley Ghyll appeared as a new centre in 1912.  In its first full year it housed 648 “guest weeks”, a figure maintained until 1920 when there was an increase to 1,043 before settling down to a figure around 800.  The reason for its acquisition is best related by T.A. Leonard who wrote “The success of Newlands stirred a demand for another strenuous mountain centre, so we took the Stanley Ghyll Hotel in Eskdale.”  He continued, “It used to have a licence, and when we let this lapse local folk grimly remarked that it was a judgement on us when during our opening week there was a drought and we had to take desperate measures to get water”.  Writing in 1934 his final comment was, “Eskdale has never failed to attract real walkers and climbers.”
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Reclining in 1931.  Eskdale

In recent times the building has been made more comfortable and operates as a centre for strenuous walking and as a family centre, one of the main attractions being the Ratty narrow gauge railway which passes close to the front door.
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Erianfa, Llangollen, North Wales

This centre on the banks of the upper Dee below the Horseshoe Falls was opened in 1920.  The area around the Berwyn mountains is very attractive and journeys on the now-defunct Corwen line were features of a week’s walking from stations along its route.  Some of the delights may be experienced on sections of the line which have been preserved.  There were huts in the grounds where the men were housed.  The need for improvement was realised by 1970 and the house was sold.  It still stands by the side of the A5 on the Corwen Road.
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This group was at Llangollen in 1940.  The towpath and the canal “feeder” are clearly discernible below the wooden bridge.
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Ryde, Isle of Wight

Hazelwood at Ryde on the Isle of Wight was opened in 1934 but with the onset of World War II its use had to be curtailed in 1939 when it was commandeered by the Government.  The property was not released until the late nineteen forties but was never re-opened as a holiday centre by C.H.A.

For six years between 1920 and 1926 Bernina at Shanklin was used and proved to be popular, attracting numbers around 1,200 per year.  In 1927 a move was made to Landguard Manor and the centre was run concurrently with Ryde.  In those immediate, pre-war days the two centres together attracted something like 2,800 guests.
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Landguard Manor, Shanklin, Isle of Wight

The manor house is in the style of many of the ancient houses on the island.  The manor dates from 1255 but the present building is constructed in the seventeenth century style and was owned primarily by the Atheley family.  There is evidence of wood panelling and fireplaces of this period but much of the interior has been altered.  There is some Georgian brickwork on the ground floor.  Charles Roach Smith, the archaeologist was born at Landguard Manor and was related to the Roaches of Arreton Manor.  The centre was opened in 1927 and has maintained a high degree of popularity since then.
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The Isle of Man

In 1893 Douglas was placed along with Blackpool and Skegness as a resort likely to mislead the holiday maker and where he would be tempted to squander his hard-earned money.  Nevertheless the delights of the holiday island were clearly recognised and it is not surprising that Castletown was considered as a venue in 1897.  It was, however, in 1900 that 330 guests stayed at a building known as Milntown House, near Ramsey.  The visit was repeated in 1901 and 1902 but the island was not used again until 1913.  This time the location was Peel where a property, the old coastguard battery was found and was the last negotiation to be pioneered and completed by T.A. Leonard before he left C.H.A. to found.  The Holiday Fellowship.  A further £2,500 was spent on new buildings and general improvements before it was opened for the 1913 season when it accommodated some 1,002 weekly visitors.  It housed 750 in 1914, a year affected by war as indeed were the following four years when it did not open.  In 1919 it was back in the lists again and by 1921 had reached a figure of 1,000.  The Old Battery was closed in 1963.

Mooragh House, Ramsey, Isle of Man

Mooragh House was opened in 1961 and continued to serve us the association’s centre on the island until 1982.  It was a large north facing structure on the sea-front at Ramsey.  Many successful weeks were held there including a full-house for the Manx Millennium in 1979.  The general decline in tourism on the island and costly methods of transport, by sea or air, caused numbers to fall and a decision was made to close the centre.
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Follaton House, Totnes, Devon

This very fine Georgian building was just up the road, so to speak, from Totnes.  It had extensive, and well laid out grounds and gardens.  A splendid portico added some dignity and an unusual means of communication between the rooms on the third floor.  It was acquired in 1928, sold in 1965, when it became offices of local government.  Totnes lies well inland though on a particularly attractive river, the Dart.  Common knowledge has it that this period was one of constant demands for houses by the seaside and to accommodate this Follaton House was disposed of.
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Torridge House, Westward Ho!  Devon

When it opened in 1923, 1,142 guest weeks were accommodated and each year there was an increase, 1,259 (1924), 1,385 (1925), 1,421 (1926) before a plateau of some 1,300 was established during the 1930s.  This was a popular centre for excursions along the Devon coast.  It was near the attractive village of Clovelly.  Along with several other centres it was closed in 1982 after a review of the potential and the likelihood of development along the coast of North Devon.
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Bassenfell, Bassenthwaite, The Lake District

This former home of the Liverpool ship-owning family of Rathbone was secured for C.H.A. in 1942 and it functioned in those busy post-war years as one of five Lake District centres.  It was closed in 1964.  Bassenfell is situated near the Castle Inn on the Keswick to Carlisle road and some two miles from the former Bassenthwaite Lake railway station on the Keswick to Cockermouth line.  This line was closed in the 1960s parts of it being used for roadway improvements.  With a most infrequent bus service the centre was somewhat isolated, factors no doubt which influenced its choice by guests and ultimately the decision of General Committee to close the centre.  Excursions included visits to Derwentwater and Watendlath, Cat Bells and Borrowdale, Siddaw, Causey Pike and Grisedale Pike.
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Forest Side, Grasmere, The Lake District

This impressive stone mansion was built by the Earl of Lonsdale of Lowther Castle and used as a recreational centre in an area of Grasmere known as Forest Side.  The forty acres of grounds contain extensive gardens, kitchen gardens (walled) and cottages.  The former coach house has been refurbished and today houses self-catering flats.  It is close by the Swan Inn and is reached by the more recent by-pass of Grasmere Village.  It opened in 1925 and the programme for 1942 stated that “The Organised Holiday Period is from May 30th to September 26th.  Excursions are optional throughout that period”.  There is, however, a more significant note.  Very Important – Food Rationing.  The law requires that guests shall bring ALL current ration books – including their “POINTS” Book – in order that they may be supplied with rationed foodstuffs.  If pages have been deposited with retailers they must be recovered prior to the commencement of the holiday.  Today, the excursions include Pavey Ark and High Raise, Helvellyn, Fairfield and Coniston Old Man.  The accommodation has been re-developed and a great deal of refurbishment has ensured that Forest Side is still an important showpiece of the C.H.A.  It is well-appointed and since 1991 most rooms have been fitted with en-suite facilities.
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Grasmere, 1932, The Lake District.
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Moor Gate, Hope, The Peak District

In the darkest days of the 1914-18 war this purpose-built centre was opened to establish a presence near to Manchester yet in the delightful Edale, close to Castleton and Hope where there was a station on the Midland Railway between Manchester and Sheffield.  Hayfield was closed in 1911 and thereafter the Association did not have a centre in the north of the Derbyshire Peak District, albeit there was a centre at Matlock Bath which opened in 1911 and appears to have closed with the opening of Hope in 1916.  During the first years of the war Matlock was very popular but the numbers there were exceeded by those attending the Hope centre.  By 1919 they had exceeded 2,000 per year, an achievement which was sustained into the 1930s.
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The programme for 1917 said of Moor Gate, “The recently erected permanent Guest-House stands in a bracing position on the slopes of Lose Hill and commands extensive views on all sides.”  It was open all the year round then, and still offers that same convenience to members.  The line drawing is taken from Arthur Leonard’s book, “Adventures in Holiday-Making.”  The architects were J. Gibbons and Son.  The group enjoying the holiday in 1938 at a mature, settled centre, shown in the photograph of the 3rd of August was typical of the many house parties which have graced Moor Gate for more than 75 years.  In 1991 the house was extensively refurbished and in a number of rooms en-suite facilities were introduced.
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Kilarney Wood, Bray, Eire

This fine house situated a short distance from the popular Irish seaside resort of Bray was opened in 1929.  It was adjacent to the Wicklow mountains and the interesting settlement at Glendalough.  It was a short distance from the port of Dun Laoghaire and a further short journey from Dublin.  For many years it was the only C.H.A. holiday centre in Ireland and was warmly supported by the thriving C.H.A. clubs in Belfast and Dublin.  It was closed in 1971.
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The Lancashire and Cheshire Rambling Club Committee at Lunefield, Kirkby Lonsdale.

Lunefield, Kirkby Lonsdale, Westmorland

This centre was one of twenty-four when it opened in 1929.  Numbers rose rapidly and by 1930 some 1,184 guest weeks were taken and every year throughout the 1930s more than 1,000 such weeks were booked.  It was a popular centre on the fringe of the Lake District yet enjoying the delights of the “Dales” also.  The choice of this centre at Kirkby Lonsdale may well have met with the approval of the founding fathers since Ruskin’s View and the rugged country around Dent (shades of Keld) were visited.
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Plas Heulog, Llanfairfechan, North Wales

Plas Heulog, the “place in the sun,” was built in the latter part of the last century by the colliery-owning family room from Lancashire.  It was a seaside home 800 feet above the sea and served as a family home, the members travelling to Manchester by train.  Materials for its building were found locally and carted to the site by local men who have recounted their stories of the past.  It was secured by the Association in 1930 and has figured prominently in its activities.  Over 1,000 guest weeks per year in the pre-1939 period. In 1979 it was re-opened after a short period in which extensive modernisation took place.  The area abounds in sites of great archaeological interest from stones of the pot boilers, to an axe factory at Graiglwyd and an Iron-age for on Dinas.

Graiglwyd was the name given to the hall at Penmaenmawr which opened in 1931 as a Young People’s Centre.
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Assembling for the excursion, Plas Heulog, 1933.
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Miss Sefton, Manageress and staff, Abbey House, 1926.
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Staff Bedroom, Abbey House, Whitby, 1920s.
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Doverhay Place, Porlock, Near Minehead

Since 1932 Doverhay Place has been a most attractive centre from which to explore this area of moor and sea.  Nearby is the great expanse of Exmoor and the quaint towns of Lynton and Lynmouth to say nothing of the town of Porlock at the foot of the famous hill.  From the beginning good numbers (1390, 1377, 1456, 1429) were achieved.  This is a charming House and in order to celebrate the centenary in a modern fashion excellent en-suite accommodation is now available.  Here we see an old picture postcard view of the house.
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This group photograph was taken at Porlock in the opening year of 1932.  A large party, yes, in a year of some 1,390 guest weeks.
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Kinfauns Castle, Perthshire, Scotland

The castle was purchased from the Moray estates and officially opened on 30th August 1933.  The picture shows the Provost of Perth, members of the General Committee of C.H.A. and other guests.  Thus began a sixty-year association with Perth and the delightful surrounding countryside; The Lomond Hills, the Ochils, Schiehallion, Ben Lawers and Ben Vrackie were within easy reach and visited by the many guests who followed the initial opening party of 1933.  The number of guest weeks in 1934 was 1,361 at a time when the centre was opened in the summer months only, May to September.  Today the castle has central heating and parties can enjoy event the coldest of winters.
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Kinfauns Castle, Perthshire, Scotland

The building dates from 1829 when Sir Robert Smirke designer of the British Museum, Lowther Castle and the nearby County Hall in Perth completed his work for the fourteenth Lord Gray.  The cost was £41,664-2-5d.  Lord Gray died in 1842 and was succeeded by members of his family including Baroness Gray who was responsible for the new church in Kinfauns village.  The families of Gray and Moray were joined by marriage and ultimately the castle and title, Earl of Moray, passed to Morton Gray Stuart.  From 1909 he was the seventeenth Earl and lived at Kinfauns until he died in April 1930.  There is evidence of the Gray and later the Moray influences within the castle.  The present Earl of Moray has visited Kinfauns on several occasions and has remarked on the high standards maintained.  For a period during the war it housed some units of the Black Watch and the Polish Army.

The site is an ancient one.  The previous castle and lands were, from 1426 connected with the Charteris family.  Kinfauns is made up of the Gaelic words ceann fan meaning, “head of the slope”.
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The Tea Gardens at Dunkeld were ideal for refreshment after a days walking in the area of the Tay Valley.  Here a party from Kinfauns partakes of a “brew”.
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Creag Mhor, Onich, Scotland

This centre in the Scottish Highlands was opened in 1922.  It was situated across the loch from Ballachulish and on the road north to Fort William.  It was well-placed for Glencoe, Ben Nevis and The Great Glen.  In the first year some 856 “weeks” were spent there and throughout the 1920s and 1930s the average number was between 800 and 900.  The accommodation fitted well into the pattern of the early visitors to such places as Keld, it was simple, the walking was strenuous and the bunk beds added to the general image of what a Grade I centre should be like.  Numbers began to fall away in the 1960s and 1970s and reluctantly the centre was closed in 1982.
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Lledr Hall, Lledr Valley, North Wales

This timber structure is situated in a particularly attractive part of the Lledr Valley just below Ponty-Pant, near Dolwyddellan.  It was opened in 1936 and closed in 1962.  To stay in the hall was a pleasing adventure, there being no gas or electricity and the men’s accommodation was completely detached in a wooden structure at the rear of the main hall.  The centre was reached by a narrow roadway which did not provide easy access for motor cars, however, the railway station was close by and the noise of the steam engines as they climbed the narrow valley on their journey between Bettws-y-Coed and Blaneau Ffestiniog was enough to awake the soundest of sleepers.
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The structure was built of the timbers used in the Pavilion of the Blaneau Ffestiniog Eisteddfod of 1899.  The photograph is of a group at the centre in 1947.  Just prior to its closure in 1962 the hall was used by School Parties and as a Youth Centre.
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Whitmore Vale House, Hindhead, Surrey

This delightful house was situated four and a half miles from Haslemere station.  It was close by the A3, that is a twenty minute walk from the Royal Huts Hotel on the Portsmouth road.  The centre was convenient for visits to London but also offered splendid opportunities to visit the Punch Bowl and Gibbet Hill, The Pilgrims’ Way, The Devil’s Jumps, Ludshott Common and Petersfield.  It was open throughout the period of the 1939-45 war.  For a few years (1931-1934) a small centre at Hazlemere accommodated about three-hundred guests but Hindhead opened to greater support, the “guest-weeks” being 1935; 1,226, and 1936; 1,356; Whitmore Vale House ceased to be offered as a C.H.A. centre in 1970.
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Barton Chase, Barton on Sea, South Coast

This seaside centre was opened in 1956 and offered interesting excursions along the coast and in The New Forest.  For many years it seemed that the promenade was going to disappear into the sea, but this was not to be and the house still stands.  It was closed after thirty-three years in 1989.
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Borrowdale, The Lake District

Glaramara was opened as a purpose-built centre intended and used by strenuous walking parties until the 1970s.  The accommodation was somewhat spartan there being bunk beds and more communal forms of living.  It was a chalet style building.  As the need arose to appeal to a wider, perhaps more comfort seeking clientele, it was decided that more spacious accommodation should be provided.  A new wing was erected much controlled in fabric and design by the requirements of the National Park planning authority.  Thus a remodelled and more comfortable Glaramara was re-opened, formally in 1978.  The position of this house, near the village of Seatoller and at the foot of the Honister Pass is particularly striking.
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Borrowdale, 1949
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Ackworth House, Filey, Yorkshire Coast

This former hotel was opened in 1947 and served as a family centre.  Situated on the promenade it offered good views of Filey Brig and Flamborough Head.  It was extremely popular for walks along the coast, visits to Bridlington and Scarborough and of course for days on the sands.  The arrival and departure of the famous fishing “cobles” was sufficient to attract the attention of guests of any age.  Filey was used for Family Invited Guest weeks.  It was closed in 1982.
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Whitsuntide at the Family Centre, Filey, 1963.
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Holcombe Hall, Dawlish, South Devon

This centre was opened in 1938.  Situated between the two well-known coastal towns of Dawlish and Teignmouth it was ideally placed to make the most of the seaside and the wilder, highland area of Dartmoor.  The public rooms looked across the Hall’s gardens to headlands and the sea.  The centre was closed in 1982.
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Droskyn Castle, Perranporth, Cornwall

For thirty years this former hotel was an attractive place for C.H.A. holidays on the North Cornish Coast.  It overlooked the bay at Perranporth and the ancient site, in the dunes, of St. Perran’s church.  The former fishing and mining community offered an insight to Cornish life of which the inhabitants were very proud.  Over the years several became good friends to C.H.A. parties and shared their interests and customs with the visitors.  The cliffs hereabouts are honeycombed by former mine workings and have close literary links.  The centre was closed in 1991.

(Page 78)

Abbeville, Cromer, Norfolk Coast

Cromer has all the attractions of a thriving seaside holiday resort and Abbeville can truly be described as a family house.  It is convenient for the Norfolk Coast Path, flintstone villages and the many stately homes to be found in the countryside.  Abbeville is closed for several months in the winter but opens at Christmas and New Year.  It has been a C.H.A. guest house since 1950.
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Fowey Hall, Fowey, Cornwall

Fowey Hall was added to the list of holiday centres in 1968.  This building occupies an imposing site on a hill above the old fishing town of Fowey.  Today the port is very active in the shipment of china clay.  The Hall is spacious and delightfully, furnished.  Built in 1899 it reflects an age when displays of opulence, particularly at seaside resorts, were commonplace.  The building bears the initials C.H.A. in the stonework, relics from an age when the Hall was in the hands of the Hanson family.  The centrepiece H was for Hanson and the letters on either side C. and A. were the initial letters of Charles Augustine who was responsible for its building.  The centre enjoys a very high level of popularity with excursions along the coastal paths to Polruan and Polperro, Falmouth and Truro and Boscastle and Tintagel.
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This is the most recent possession of C.H.A.  It was opened in 1991 and has style and comfort, en-suite rooms, minibus service and a more informal Houseparty style.  There is a residential licence and television is available to guests.  The Spey Valley is a particularly attractive part of the Scottish Highlands.  Grantown was planned by Sir James Grant, a Highland laird, in the Georgian style of the latter half of the eighteenth century.  It was recommended by Victorian doctors as a cure-all for all manner of illnesses.  Today its main concerns are salmon-fishing and, in the winter, skiing.  There is a wide variety of walking to be had in this area.
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Sir John Hunt became a Vice-President of the C.H.A. in 1961.  When he was created Lord Hunt of Llanvair Waterdine in the County of Salop in 1968; “it was decided to mark the occasion by the institution of the John Hunt Award.”  The first recipient was Jaap Roosje, a C.H.A. host living in The Hague.

In 1977 the award went to the Chamois Club, founded in 1964 “by people dedicated to the promotion of mountaineering and allied outdoor pursuits”.  The most recent presentation was made to John A. Nettleton, the former Director of the Lake District National Park Visitors Centre at Brockhole, Windermere.

The rules for the Award are:

(a) Outstanding achievement, or endeavour, in outdoor activities by a group of members, or exceptionally, an individual member.

(b) The work shall be of value in increasing human well-being and goodwill, nationally or internationally.

(c) The award is subject to the personal agreement of Lord Hunt.

It was sculptured in stainless steel by Donald Porritt of Menston, near Ilkley and mounted on Cumberland Slate.  It bears the names of the recipients.
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1897. The Secretary suggested that an old vessel, provided she were clean and otherwise desirable, might be anchored in some Scotch Loch and utilised for residential purposes.  (no remarks!)

1897. Miss Champness proposed and a large majority voted in favour of a leaf to be worn during holiday times as a symbol of the Association.

1908. London Holidays.  There was correspondence with a view to securing accommodation in London.  Unwanly Hall, Gordon Square, or a large school in Hampstead were suggested.  It was agreed that it was not advisable to have holidays for a longer period than a week at Easter and a week at Whitsuntide.

1898. Mr. Barlow, Miss Barlow and Miss Wadsworth were appointed and “would consult as to how we can best preserve the character of C.H.A. as a mainly working class movement”.

1905. Rambling Clubs.  Though not directly responsible for these efforts, your Committee claims a more than passing interest in the Rambling Clubs formed by C.H.A. members in various parts of the kingdom.  Notably those in London, Manchester and Leeds have done excellent work in extending the influence of the Association by means of rambles and natural history lectures.  All these have associated Reading Circles, and in the case of those in London, Manchester and Liverpool courses of lectures on Economics and Nature Study respectively have been held and largely attended.

1906. National Trust.  The Association’s interest in the work of the National Trust is the natural expression of its gratitude for past benefits.  To all movements that conserve the rights and privileges of wayfarers our society stands in debt.  Hence your Committee’s interest in the effort of the Trust to secure to the nation the beautiful Lake District Estate at Gowbarrow.  The last Conference voted £10 to this object, and this has been increased to £34 by gifts from members of the Association.  At the time this report was considered by your Committee upwards of £2,000 was still required to meet £9,540 required to purchase the property, and your Committee has ventured to pledge your willingness to vote yet another £25 to the fund.
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C.H.A. CENTRES VISITED BY GUESTS, WITH DATES – 1893-1993

Achill





1905,1907

Addiscombe




1906-1910

Ambleside


1909-1924, 
1942-1944

Ambleside, Loughrigg



1944-        *

Bangor, University Hall



1898-1927

Barmouth



   
     1894/95-97,98

Barmouth, Orielton Hall



1911-1982

Bassenthwaite



  
1942-1964

Barton-on-Sea




1956-1989

Ben Rhydding




1921-1922

Bexhill (Lindores)



1936-1937

Berwick




       
         1910

Bideford





1911-1916

Borrowdale




        1935-        *

Boscastle



 
 1904-1906,1910

Bray, Killarney Wood


 
1929-1971

Buxton




         
         1897

Conway




                    1898

Cove, Knockderry Castle


1948-1964

Cromer, Abbeville



         1950-        *

Dawlish, Holcombe Hall


1938-1982

Deal




                    1914

Dublin




                    1906

Eastbourne


 
 1915-1927, 1935

Eastbourne




1935-1938

Edinburgh


    
    1896 and 1900

Eskdale, Stanley Ghyll



         1912-        *

Filey, Ackworth House



1947-1982

Folkstone





1935-1938

Fowey, Fowey Hall


                    1968-        *

Galway





1903-1905

Grantown on Spey


                    1991-        *

Grasmere, Forest Side


                    1925-        *

Grassington



     
         1908

Halesowen



                    1907

Hastings




                    1898

Hayfield





1902-1911

Helensburgh




1896-1897

Hindhead, Whitmore Vale House

1934-1970

Hope, Moorgate



                    1916-        *

Ilkley




                    1917

Inverness


   
  1908-1909, 1911-1912

Keld





1893-1899

Keswick and Ambleside


1893-1899

Kingfauns Castle


                    1933-         *

Kirby Lonsdale




1929-1955

Llanfairfechan



                    1930-        *

Llangollen, Eirianfa



1920-1970

Lledr





1936-1962

London





1911-1916

Matlock Bath




1911-1916

Monmouth




1902-1903

Newlands





1904-1913

Newton Abbot

     
      1926-1927 and 1935

Newton Abbot




1936-1938

Onich, Creag Mhor



1921-1982

Paycockes



                    1911

Peel, The Old Battery



1913-1963

Perranporth, Droskyn Castle


1961-1991

Porlock, Doverhay Place

                    1932-        *

Portrush  

   
   1895-1899, 1914, 1919-1920

Ramsey





1900-1902

Ramsey, Moragh House


1961-1982

Richmond



                    1903

Row/Rhu (Adrenconnel)


1899-1982

Ryde, Hazlewood


  
1934-1939

Shanklin, Landguard Manor

                    1927-        *

Shanklin, Bernina



1920-1926

Tavistock




                    1895

Totnes, Follaton House


 
1928-1965

Westward Ho!, Torridge House

1923-1982

Wharfedale (Hebden)



1909-1955

Whitby, The Abbey House

                    1986         *

* Open in 1992
